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CONFERENCE. 


The Delegates appointed to meet at Auburn 
on the third Wednesday and Thursday of Oc- 
tober, to take into consideration the subject 

_ of forming a Convention for the State of New- 
York, conyened and organized the Conference 
by choosing Brs J. S. Flagler, Moderator, and 
L. S. Everett, Clerk. 

The Conference then united in thanksgiving 
and prayer for Divine assistance, with Br. H. 
Sampson. 

On calling for the credentials of Delegates 
but seven appeared, who took their seats as 
members of the Conference. 

After indulging in free conversation on the 
subject of their appointment, a Committee of 
three, composed of Brs. H. Sampson, L. S. Ev- 
erett, and George Standard, was appointed to 
consider the subject, and report to the Confer- 
ence. 

After a recess, the members of the Confer- 
ence were called to order, to hear the report 
of the committee, which follows. 


REPORT. 


Your Committee, having thken into deliber- 
ale consideration the circumstances of our or- 
der in this state, its present prospects, and the 
means for promoting the advancement of truth 
within our borders, have been led to the con- 
clusion, that no worse evil could occur to the 


sé’ of feee-inquiry and-evangelicaltrathithem: 


the adoption of those plans or measures which 
tend to give artificial pre-eminence to one class 
of men over another. 

Your Committee are aware of the fact that 
there may be a-want of proper and becoming 
regulations amongst the order of Universalists 
in this state; yet so far as they are acquainted 
with the circumstances of Societies and Asso- 
eiations, there is, and ever has been a degree 
of harmony and good feeling existing among us 
as a people, which has no parallel in those bo- 
dies where arbitrary rules and regulations have 
been adopted; and this harmony and christian 
fellowship have prevailed in exact proportion to 
the degree of liberty enjoyed. 

Believing as above expressed, your Commit- 
tee respectfully beg leave to submit for consid- 
eration and adoption by this Conference, the 
following resolutions: 

1. Resolved, That this Conference disap- 
proves of the ““New-York State Convention” in 
its present form, or any other Convention, to 
be composed of Ministers exclusively. 

2. Resolved, That a Convention of any kind 
is not called for by the present circumstances 
of the order of Universalists in this State. 

The foregoing report aud resolutions were 
adopted unanimously. 

There being no other business before the 
Conference, it was voted that the proceedings 
be published in the Gospel Advocate; and the 
Conference adjourned sine die. 

J. 8S. Fracvrer, Moderator. 

L,. S. Evererr, Clerk. 


——, 


REMARKS, 


Owing to the badness of the roads and other 
circumstances, there were but about one half 
of the delegates appointed by the different As- 
sociations, present. The delegates from the 
Black River and Central Associations, Brs. P. 
Morse and, D. Skinner, did not arrive until af- 
ter the Conferrence had adjourned. Being de- 
sirous to obtain all the information possible, 
Wednesday was devoted to a candid discussion 
of the subject of a Convention, during which 
much harmony of feeling and friendship was 
exhibited, and many weighty considerations 
candidly discussed. 

There appeared to be but one opinion on the 
subject of a Convention to be composed ‘* ex- 
clusively of ministers.” There could not be 
found among the brethren assembled, one in fa- 
vor of sucha Convention. This augurs well. 


It shows that there is yet a redeeming, spirit 
among Universalists, which will defend the 
rights of man, and discountenance whatever 
savors of clericaldomination We rejoice that 
our brethren now, with one voice, condemn 
that which threatened to divide and distract our 
hitherto united order. 
had been deliberately discussed, the measure 


was acted upon with that unanimity which ever | 


has, and ever will preserve us from those evils 
which have befallen other denominations. 


It is nevertheless the opinion of many, that} 


This 

] 
cnown that a majority of the delegates present, 
'were instructed by their constituents to vote 
against any Convention being formed at pre- 
sent. We expect to be able to present our 
‘readers with arguments for and against the 
| measure, as some of our most capable brethren 
‘have intimated their intention to make use of 
;our columns for that purpose. Such a meas- 
ure would be calculated to elicit many impor- 
‘tant facts relating to the subject, and we hope 
\it will be adopted. 


a Convention of some kind is necessary. 
_subject was not acted upon, as it was wel 


'marks for the information of our readers, and 
ihope they will not be considered an infringe- 
ment on the nights of any. Our prayer to Ged 
the Lord, is, that harmony «may be continued to 
us to the latest generations, and that nothing 
hereafter shall occur to disturb the peace of 


Christians in all God’s holy mountain. 
Ediior of Gos. Advocate. 


SUPPRESSION OF INTEMPERANCE, 


There has been we understand within a few 
days past a man in this vicinity by the name of 
idwards—Rev. Justin Edwards, we believe 


{from Andover, (Mass.)—the same that figured 


pretty-largely in Doct. Beecher’s late New 
Lebanon Convention that was got up for the 
regulation of revivals, &c.—soliciting money to 
fill the treasury of a “Society tor the suppres- 
sion of intemperance,” [(drunkenness,| the 
head quarters of which is in, or near Boston. 
Now no one can be more in favor of any thing 
that can serve to put a stop to drunkennes than 
we are; but we like to have our fellow citizens 


As soon as the subject | 


We have thought proper to make these re-| 


act understandingly upon every subject, and 
therefore deem it a duty to state what we un- 
derstand to be facts in relation to the character 
and design of this Society. 

Already the reader has probably, cast in his 
mind for a reason why this society should want 
money in order that they may suppress drunken- 
ness? How is money to secure this desirable 
object? Are young men to be hired not to drink 
ardent spirits? No. Are drunkards to be hired 
to leave off drinking? No. Are retailers to be 
hired not to sell rum, &c.? No. What then is 
to be done with the money? Why $20,000 
are wanted as a sort of “‘missionary pap,’ to 
hire and support as many worn out or rejected 
orthordox ministers as can be obtained for that 
amount (and there are enough who crave the 
‘‘pap”’) to go out into various parts of the coun- 
try and preach against intemperance, and in fa- 
vor of orthodoxy—to get up as many new so- 
cieties as possible, and obtain a Call for the wish- . 
ed for settlement. The idea of suppressing in- 
temperance we believe is a mere cloak to con- 
seal sectarian purposes. It is true money will 
be taken very graciously from any person, be 
he orthodox or heretic; but let it be remember- 
ed no one has a right to say how that money 
shall be expended, or what ministers it shall go 
to support, but such as are orthodox in their 
faith. The Society was hatched in Park Street 
Church, and this fact is enough te convince any 
/one that there can be no liberality in it. Ifa 
‘Unitarian or a Universalist gives money to Mr. 
| E.willhe be admitted as a member of the Society 
‘and to vote in its concerns? Oh,no! He may 
give his money, but the orthodox must enjoy 
all the benefits of it. j 

There are a great many Calvinistic ministers 
now in the country who are generally paid for 
.their labors by their parishes;—what if the: 
should be disposed once in a while to preaci 
|against intemperance?—Would it not do as 
'much good as it would to employ a few others, 
unprovided for, to do what belongs to every min- 
lister of the gospel? Why this would not get 
up revivals—it would not make new proselytes 
|or add new societies to the cause of orthodoxy. 
|; Alas! how much deception is practised in_ the 
| world under the garb of a pretended concern 
for the welfare of others. Chirst Intel. 


SUICIDE. 


On the 20th of September last in the town of 
Sharon, Mass. Mr. Puitie Hewins put a pe- 


riod to his life by cutting his throat. He had 
been a respectible member of the Baptist 
Church in that town for several years. He 


imagined he had committed ‘the unpardonable 
sin,’”? and was doomed to endless misery, which 
is supposed to be the cause which led him to 
commit the shocking deed.—Prov, Telescope. 


scPNOTICE..78 
= 
We are exceedingly opposed (o dunning, and will therefore only say, 
at this time, that we are much in want of monies, due for the Magazine, 
particularly for past volumes. 


Just reccived and for sale at this office, a SERMON, the substance 
of which was delivered at the 3d Parisi, in Gloucester, Mass. May: 20, 
1827,—By Ezra Leonard, Pastor. Price 12 1-2, 
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For the Universalist Magazine. 


PRIDE REPROVED. 


1 Cor. 1v. 7, “For who maketh thee to differ from | 
another? And what hast thou that thou didst not | 
receive? Now, if thou didst recewe ut, why dost | 
thou glory as uf thou hadst not recewed it 


p> ' 


The first question in this passage is evidently | 
designed as an assertion that whatever differ- 
ence there may be between men, in relation to, 
the writer’s subject, such difference must be' 
owing to the allwise direction of Him who dis- | 
penses every good and perfect gift, 

It seems that the subject to which the apos- 
tle here refers embraces whatever endowments 
are in such a manner estimable as to incline 
the incautious to “‘be puffed up for one against 
against another.” 

The second question asserts, that whatever 
any man possesses, as a qualification for use- 


fulness, he has received as a kind bestowment, | 


for which he is in duty bound to be thankful. 


The last question reprimands such as are 


vain of those gifts, which make them differ 


from others, and cautions them not to glory, by) 


way of boasting, as if they were not indebted 
to the giver for such favors. ' 
Being taught the lesson of our text, and hay- 


ing our minds and hearts regulated by the sen-| 
timents it teaches, we shall watch over our-: 


selves and carefully guard against the folly 
which the text was designed to correct. 

If among professing christians, we meet with 
those, who think so highly of their spiritual 
graces, as to be constantly speaking of them, 
as one praises himself, our text should be their 
admonition. Ifa man endeavor to entertain us 
wiih a long and circumstantial account of his 
habits of piety, and seem inclined to reproach 
others for coming short of his standard, the in- 
structions of our text might prove salutary to 
him. If a preacher appear to be yain of his 
public giits, and seein inclined to vapour in 
his own praise; he should be called to consider 
the meekness of the divine master, and the re- 
proof of this portion of scriptiure. If a minister 
render himself remarkable for. boasting of his 
literary acquirements, does he not need to be 
reminded of the useful instructions found in the 
passage which heads this article? Such im- 
prudence is also well corrected by the sugges- 
tion of Solomon; ‘‘Let another man praise thee, 
and not thine own mouth; a stranger, and not 
thine own lips.” H. B. 


LADDER OF CHARITY. 


Maimonides, the celebrated Jewish Philoso- 
pher, in his work ‘More Vebuchim,”’ defines 
the duty of Charity in the following admirable 
manner. ‘There are, he says, eight degrees 
or steps in the duty of Charity. 

The first and lowest degree is to give—but 
with reluctance or regret. ‘This is the gift of 
the hand, but not of the heart. 


The second, is to give cheerfully, but not 
proportionately to the distress of the sufferer. 

‘Phe third is to give cheerfully and propor- 
tionably but not until we are solicited. 

The fourth, is to give cheerfully, pr eportion- 
ably, and even unsclicited; but to put into the 
poor man’s hand, thereby exciting in him the 
painful emotions of shame. 

The fifth is to give charity in such a way that 
the distressed may receive the bounty and 
know their benetactors, without being known 
to them. Such was the conduct of? some of 
eur ancestors, who used to tie up money in the 


hind corners of their cloaks, that the poor may 
take it unperceived. 

The sixth, which rises still higher, is to know 
the objects of our bounty, but remain unknown 
to them. Such was the conduct of those of 
our ancestors, who used to convey their chari- 


|table gifts into poor peopie’s dwellings, taking 


care that their own persons and names should 
remain unknown. 

The seventh is still more meritorious namely 
to bestow charity in such a way that the bene- 
factor may not know the relieved object, nor 


they the name of their benefactor; as was done 


by our charitable forefathers during the exist- 
ence of the temple; for there was in that holy 
building a place called the chamber of silence 
|or inostentation; wherein the good deposited 
isecretly whatever their genérous hearts sug- 
gested and which the most respectable poor fam- 
ilies were maintained from with equal secrecy. 

Lastly, the eighth and the most meritorious 
of all is, to anticipate charity by preventing 
poverty, namely, to-assist the rednced brother, 
either by a consicerable gift or loan of money, 
or by putting him in the way of business, s 
that he may earn an honest livelihood and not 
be torced to the dreadful alternative of holding 
out his hand for Charity, and to this our holy 
law alludes when it says, ‘ And if thy brother 
be waxen poor and fallen in decay, then thou 
shalt support him; yea though he be a stranger 
or a sojourner; that he may live with thee.’— 
Levit. xxv. 35, ‘his is the highest step, and 
the summit of Charity’s golden ladder. 

N.Y. Olive Branch, 


For the Universalist Magazine. 


A CANDID INQUIRY 


’ 


Is there any difference, as to the certainty of 
events, between allowing that the divine Being 
knew, frometernity, every one that has or will 
take place, and the opinion that he has 
absolutely foreordained whatsoever comes 
to pass? Answer: As to the certainty of 
events, or as to the posibility of their not tak- 
ing place exactly as it was foreknown they 
would, there is no difference. Then the con- 
clusion follows, that those who allow that God 
knew, from all eternity, all events, do, by this 
concession, establish the unavoidableness of 
events as strongly as those who contend for 
their divine predestination, 

The foregoing premises being indisputable 
and self-evident, it further follows, that the de- 
mand which our Arminian doctors have made 
on those professing the doctrine of predestina- 
tion, to reconcile the predestination of sin with 
the guilt. and just condemnation of sin, falls, 
with equal force, on themselves, with only a 
slight variation in the manner of expressing it. 
If the Arminian requires of the predestinarian 
how God can be just in administering condem- 
nation, to the transgressor of his law, while he 
contends, that God, from all eternity, predesti- 
nated this transgression, then may the predesti- 
narian retarn the demand, and ask the Armin- 
ian, how God can be just in administering con- 
demnation to the transgressor, while he allows 
that he, from all eternity, knew that this trans- 
gression would take place, and that it was im- 
possible that it should not? r 

Having advanced thus far, we come to the 
point where all controversy between the Pic- 
destinarian and the Arminian naturally sub- 
sides, and where it behoves them to unite the 
energies of theu minds to undersiaud the pro- 


per solution of the question, which each in his 
turn has put to the other. 

In order to succeed in this attempt, it is ne- 
cessary, in the first place, to be satisfied, that 
all events, including all the actions of moral be-_ 
ings, were always known, fixed and ordained, 
in the divine mind, for the ultimate good of all 
beings. The moment this great and glorious 
truth is understood, the mystery of the betore- 
mentioned questions is cleared. For if the all- 
wise Creator determined that the sin and guilt, 
which have characterised the family of man, 
should all result in the benefit of all, even the 
appearance of injustice is not discovered. 

Why has our Creator constituted our bodily 
senses so, that fire, which is necessary to warm 
and comfort us, should give us acute pain when 
it comes in contact with our flesh? Among 
other good reasons,we say that this is necessary 
in order to incite us to avoid having our flesh 
consumed by thiselement. Why has the Crea- 
tor given us the sense of taste, so organized, 
that certain things are intolerably disagreeable? 
Answer: So that by this we may distinguish 
between that which is good for food and what 
ought to be refused. Now as these natural 
senses were not given us for the purpose that 
we should never suifer to any degree from-pos~ 
sessing them, but that what we Jearn by such 
suffering might prove salutary to us; so was 
the moral sense of right and wrong bestowed 
for a purpose equally benevolent. ‘This moral 
sense was not designed to prevent entirely our 
feeling condemnation, but that such feeling” 
should repet the mind from committing the sin, 
which would more enhance this sufiering, and 
result in greater hari to society. 

Theology has been perplexed with insupera- 
ble difficuliies, by the general admittance of 
the error, which supposes, that the Creator, 
who must have foreknown and determined all 
evenis, including all the actions of men, is 
moved, by human disobedience, to punish the 
transgressor with afflictions mot designed for 
the suilerer’s good. Qur Arminian doctors 
have long urged their predestinarian opponents 
to reconcile the opinion that God foreordained 
sin, with the*opinion that for sin the transgres- 
sor must suffer endiess punishment. It is true 
the predestinarian has never been able to re- 
concile this doctrine with justice; but has con- 
tented himself, as well as he could, by contend-- 
ing for God’s right of sovereignty. But by 
the form in which the argument now appears, 
the Arminian is involved in the same difficulty 
to which he has so often driven his opponent;, 
for as he believes that Ged will endlessly pun- 
ish his creatures for faults, which being always 
foreknown, could not be avoided, it belongs to, 
him to reconcile the opinion, that endless pun- 
ishment can be administered for unavoidable 
faults, with divine justice. 

If this subject has not yet been made suffi- 
ciently clear to these two contending theolo- 
gians, it is probable that they will unite in ask-_ 
ing me how }f ean reconcile the fact that God 
punishes sin at all, with justice, so long as 
I allow that all sin was both foreknown and 
determined? 

The answer to this question is implied in our 
foregoing reasoning; but may here be given: 
thus concisely ;—Our Creator knew and deter- 
mined, irom all eternity, that all the sin and all 
the condemsation, which would ever take place, 
shouid eventuate m the best good of all who 
should be partakers of them. God designed 
the whvule, but designed it all for the promotion 
of impartial goodness. It is confidently be- 
lieved that twany passages’ of scripture very 
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clearly prove the doctrine here supported, and 
that the following is one which accords with 
many others: ‘‘Moreover, the law entered that 
the offence might abound; but where sin 
abounded, grace did much more abound.” 

If any candid lover of truth should discover 
false reasoning in the foregoing, and would be 
so kind as to point it out; showing, at the same 
time, how we can come to a different result, 
in reasoning on this subject, he will merit and 
receive the gratitude of H. B. 


- For the Universalist Magazine, 


MR. BALFOUR’S PROPOSALS, 


Messrs. Editors,—Permit me, through the 
medium of your paper, to express my feelings 
and views in relation to Mr. Balfour’s ‘‘Propo- 
sals”’ for publishing the “THREE ESSAYS,” 
as contemplated in the prospectus, which he 
has recently issued. I am pleased with the 
prospect of such a work, for the following rea- 
sons, VIZ. 

1. Because all the topics which he proposes 


to discuss, are important and interesting, and’ 
several of them are of such a nature, as to re-| 
quire the labors of a man of talents, extensive | 


reading, and of aptitude in collecting and ar- 
ranging what has been scattered through more 
voluminous works, even 7 there be nothing 
strictly original to be offered upon them. Such, 
for instance, as ‘“‘the state of man between 
death and the resurrection” —“‘of Ghosts and 
their intercourse with this world after death”— 
“various opinions concerning the soul, its im- 
mortality, &c. and how such opinions came to 
be incorporated with Christianity’? ‘The re- 
surrection of man from the dead,” and ‘‘he- 
marks addressed to Christians, Jews, and De- 
“ists.” These are subjects of superiative im- 
portance, aud, so far as my acquaintance ex- 


tends, are those, of which the majority even of 


professed Uhristians, have ai best, very.con- 
fused and unsettled opinions. Any true light 
which can be presented directly before the 
mind’s eye, onthese points, will be usetul. 

2. Because Mr. Balfour proposes to enswer 
Mr. Hudson’s Book in Defence of juiure pumsh- 
ment, so far as relates to his scriptural and ana- 
logical arguments in favor, or supposed to be 
in favor of that doctrine. Though I was sorry 


to see aformal controversy on the subject of 


punishment afier death, renewed or prosecuted, 
between brethren of a common fellowship and 
faith) still, having repeatedly and candidiy read 
Mr. Hudson’s Letters, L think they deserve a 
fair, respectful answer. He has, with much 
talent and ingenuity collected, and exhibited in 
a plausible form, to say the least, the most 
convincing arguments in favor of future misery ; 
and, if, as Mr. Balfour proposes, he shows this 
scheme “to be without foundation in the Bible,” 
he wil, at least, have one convert to his doc- 
trine. IL hope he will confine his answer to 
the main question at issue, as to answer the 
other parts of Mr. Hudson’s Book, does not 
‘appear to be necessary. 

3. Lam-:pleased with the Proposal,” be- 
cause I consider the author qualified to do 
good justice to the subjects in discussion; so 
that, if his views are tenable, respecting no fu- 
ture punishment, the same will be made to ap- 
pear without further controversy. Let both 
sides of the controversy be daly paironised, that 
each reader, having beth Books, may be able 
to compare and judee candidiy and correctly. 
These views are offered in mutual respect to 
the Authors of the respective works mentioned, 

Ki, STREETER. 


AFFECTING OCCURRENCE, 


The following affecting account was related 
to me a few years since, while travelling in the 
western country, of two men, who went into 
the celebrated Mammoth Cave,which is situated 
in Green’s county, Kentucky, and is about ten 
miles in length, with the intention of explor- 
ing it. 

These men, after having provided themselves 
with a lantern, food, and refreshments suffi- 
cient for one or two days’ journey, entered the 
cave, and commenced their subterraneous 
tour, As they walked on from one apartment 
to ‘another, viewing in astonishment, the won- 
ders of this stupendous cavern, they often came 
to large and almost fathomless pits, which, they 
passed with much difficulty, by crawling on 
their hands and knees. They proceeded in 
this way, walking and crawling, for about a 
day, and in the mean time, had passed a num- 
ber of these pits. They had just passed one 
of them, when by some fatal accident, their 
light was extinguished. One of them, in the 
agony of despair, appeared to lose his reason— 
became bewildered —whirled round, exclaiming, 
Lord have mercy on us, and fell; and in falling, 
‘plunged head long into the pit they had just 
‘passed. His companion listened, and heard 
‘him distinctly strike on the bottom and groan. 
| He called to him, but received no answer—he 
called again, but all was silent as the tomb.— 
‘Ethought, said he, had I but fallen with him, 
,it would have been a happy circumstance, for 
‘to attempt to find the mouth of the cave, and 
‘pass the many dangerous places they had met 
with in entering must, he conceived, be impos- 
i sible, He thought, therefore, of dying only 
iby starvation. He concluded, however, to 
imate an attempt to get:out; he could but die 
jhe thought, by sharing the fate of his compan- 
lon, and this would the sooner put an end to 

his sufferings. He set out, crawling on his 
hands and knees, and preceeded safely inthis 
way for about a day, when he again yielded to 
‘his feelings and burst into tears. This alone, 
|he said, relieved his agony. He set out again, 
i but with little hope of ever arriving at the mouth 
lot tae cave, and continued winding his way in 
imidnight darkness about a day longer. As 
they entered the cave they observed that it 
branched of in various directions, and he con- 
cluded that he had taken a wrong one, and was 
jas far, or father from the entrance than when 
he set out. He sat down he said, with the de- 
|termination of waiting patiently the approach 
of death. The possibility again occurred to 
him of finding the way out; and once more he 
|sumponed his remaining strength, and com- 
menced groping his way through the cavern— 
and on the morning of the third day, when na- 
ture was nearly exhausted, and all hope had 
fled, he thought he observed the dawn of light, 
and on suddenly turning a corner, the morning 
star shone full in his face! His feelings, he 
said, must be imagined, for they could not be 
described. D.A.T. 

Zion's Hereald, 


TWO MINISTETS IN LONDON, 


It is said that an aged Christian from the 
country, once went into London to visit his 
nephew on Saturday, that he might the next 
day hear one of the London ministers He 
asked his nephew to describe some of the min- 
isters that he might determine whom to hear. 
ie first pointed to a large meeting-house, and 
said “the man who preaches there is a very 


popular preacher, and a man of great eloquence. 
His discourses are written in an elegant style, 
and delivered with much moderation and can- 
dor.” This (said the old man is something;) 
tell me of another. His friend then showed 
him another house, and said, ‘“The man that 
preaches there is a very singalar man indeed, 
When he preaches, you will hardly see and 
think of him, through the whole discourse.””— 
Why? said the old man. He replied; ‘“‘When 
he preaches, he puts himself in the back ground, 
and puts his master forward; and the main thing 
you will think of while he is preaching, will be 
Jesus Christ and him crucified.”’? The old pil- 
grim replied, ‘you need not mention any more 
—that is the man I wish to hear, and no 
other.”’ 

How great the dfference between him who 
dresses and speaks to be seen of men, and the 
man who preaches, that he may give to others 
—‘‘The light of the knowledge of the glory of 
God in the face of Jesus Christ.” : 

Morning Siar. 


FATE OF CHRISTIANITY IN JAPAN, 


There is an interesting account ofthe spread, 
and finally of the extinction, of Chrisiianity in 
Japan, in the pages of the celebrated Swedish 
traveller, Chas. Peter Thumberg, M.D. The 
Portuguese first introduced the new religion 
immediately after their discovery of the coun- 
try. Missionaries were sent by the Jesuits in 
the year 1549. They succeeded in spreading 
their doctrines over the whole of the empire.— 
The Portuguese enjoyed the most ample privi- 
leges—travelling—preaching—and carrying on 
commerce in every part of Japan. Many of the 
native princes were converted and in the course 
of forty years, so firmly was the Catholic reli- 
gion established, that an embassy was sent to 
Rome to Pope Gregory XIII. with letters and 
valuable presents. ‘The wealth and dignities 
which flowed so copiously to the Portuguese 
settlers, infiated them with pride and called in- 
to action all their bad qualities and_propensi- 
ties. ‘The natives quickly changed their feel- 
ings toward them, and henceforth viewed them 
as avaricious and haughty intruders, rather 
than usetul aod generous benefactors. In the 
year 1586, the hatred of the insulated Japan- 
ese broke out in a drecree for the extermination 
of the Christians. This was partially carried 
into effect, and upwards of 20,000 individuals 
were masacred. Once more, bowever, it was 
destined that the new religion should raise its 
head, and in the short space of two years alter 
the execution of the above metioned bloody de- 
cree not less than!2,000 persons were converted 
and baptised. ven the emperor himself pro- 
ceeded to embrace Christianity, as did _his 
court and family, and had the Portuguese 
learned by experience, and conducted them- 
selves with gentleness and moderation, or even 
abstained from the perpetration of the blackest 
crimes, there is every reason to believe that 
they would have been unmolested. But each 
day increased their haughtiness; some of their 
ecclesiastics publicly sulted a prince of the 
empire; and the consequence was, the extermi- 
nation of the Christian religion, and the utter ru- 
in of the Portuguese commerse with Japan. The 
final stroke tock place inthe year 1596. In 
the first instance, the priests were forbidden 
to preach, many of the clergy were banished 
out of the country, and the mercantile part of 
the colony sent to the island of Desima, — Al- 
most immediately after the execution of this 


comparatively lenient sentence, a conspiracy 
was detected amongst the Portuguese, having 
for its aimthe murder of the emperor. This led 
to an immediate decree of banishment to all 
who refused to abjure the Catholic religion, and 
of death to all who disobeyed. A most violent 
persecution now commenced, which ended in 
the utter extinction of all who adhered to the 
faith ofthe church of Rome. History informs 
us, that 37,000 Christians who had taken re- 
fuge in and about the castle of Simahara were 
routed and put to death in one day. The Ja- 
poe argued from the immoralities of the 

ortuguese to the badness of their religion, 
and concluded, that a faith which did not re- 
strain its believers from the grossest excesses 
and crimes, could not be of divine origin, and 
ought not to be tolerated in the empire. . Many 
laws. were passed to prevent the future re- 
establishment of Christianity in Japan; among 
the rest a day was ordered to be set apart in 
every year, for the purpose of expressing the 
national abhorrence of the exterminated faith; 
and on this occasion, the images of the saints 
are thrown down, trampled on, and subjected 
to other indignities.— Christ. Enquirer. 
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The following is from “The Mornng Star and 
City Watchman,” a new publication in Boston, 
by Rev, Elias Smith, now a Christian Preacher. 


‘ORTHODOXY. 


In ancient times, when opinion was punisha- 
ble by law, much stress was laid on this word; 
for it means, “‘soundness in opinion and doctrine ;”’ 
or, not “‘heretical.”” Once government decided 
what was orthodox, and what was helerodor. As 
no such word is found in the scriptures, each 
one decides for himself what is orthodox, or em- 
ploys, and pays another to decide for him, and 
keep up the decision. 

The most exact description of orthodoxy, I 
have ever seen, is that said to be given by Dr. 
Fothergill, a physician, and Quaker preacher 
of England. As he was a noted man, multi- 
tudes went to hear him preach. - According to 
the common practice of that order of people, he 
sat some time in silence. Hethenrose, looked 
round on the assembly, and thus addressed 
them:-—‘‘My friends, I have been thinking of 
one word of three syllables, and that one word 
is, Orthodox.” Here he paused for some time, 
and then proceeded to say, “‘And—my friends, 
I have been thinking of one word of three sylla- 
bles, which explains it, and that word is ‘‘up- 
permost.”” He proceeded no farther, but sat 
down; the assembly separated, and went to 
their homes. Some at first complained of go- 
ing so far to hear but two words; but after- 
wards, it was agreed that the Doctor delivered 
a very great and true sermon, and one easy to 
remember. 

That this is a just explanation of orthodory, 
is plain from the history of former years. When 
the Catholic Rehgion prevailed above all other 
systems, and the Bishop of Rome was consid- 
ered god upon earth, this was orthodox, or up- 
permost;—when the English threw off the 
Catholic power, set up for themselves, and es- 
tablished Episcopacy, the 39 articles; killed and 
banished heretics; Episcopacy was orthodoz, or 
uppermost, When Presbyterianism prevailed 
over Episcopalianism, and was established by 
Jaw, this was orthodox. When the Triniiarians 
had more power than #rians, that was orthodox; 
but when 4rianism prevailed, that was. upper- 
most, 


UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


In this country, no one denomination has any 
pre-eminence above another, by law; and here 
any denomination, who think they are more 
righteous than others, may call themselves up- 
permost, whether others think so or not. Ac- 
cording to what is said, there is now consider- 
able orthodory among us. We have now, or- 
thodox meeting-houses—orthodor ministers— 
orthodox sermons—orthodox prayers—orthodox 
hymns and singing—orthodozr bibles—orthodoxr 
tracts—orthodor magazines—orthodor mission- 
aries—orthodor revivals—orihodoz conversions, 
&c. One minister told me, there was but one 
man in Boston who could make an orthodox 
wig. We may yet have orthodoz books, printers, 
tavern-keepers, and orthodox horses and car- 
riages; as whatever is uppermost is orthodoz. 


PROPOSALS " 
For Publishing at Philadelphia a New Series of 


PLAIN TRUTH! 


“Hear this, O ye that swallow up the needy, and make the poor ef the | 
land to fail.”—Bible. 


PROSPECTUS. 


The editors and publishers, believing the va-_ 
rious religious combinations which are, and 
have been, entered into in our country, to be 
fraught with evils of the first magnitude—that 
national preachers, and national societies are 
both unscriptural and anti-American—inasmuch _ 
as they endanger our rights and privileges asa 
free people, and enable artful, ambitious, and 
designing men, to lay a foundation for the es-— 
tablishment of a national hierarchy ; which if not 
oppesed, would at no distant period, establish a _ 
national inquisition—are induced to resume the 
publication of Plain Truth. 

We make no pledges, knowing how little — 
they would be valued; and will only say that 
while we have strength to wield a pen, we 
shall exert every nerve in defence of our free 
institutions. 

The puling hypocrites, who under the garb 
of sanctity, have clothed their backs, and filled — 
their pockets, with the hard earnings of indus- 
trious poverty, will be exposed in all their nak- — 
ed deformity. |The lone widow and orphan — 
will be rescued from the harpy claws of fanat- 
ics, who would fain devour them. And while 
on the one hand, we shall zealously defend 
pure and undefiled religion, we shall spare no © 
pains to unmask and expose that craftiest of 
all crafts, priest-craft. The columns of Plain — 
Truth will be open to all—influenced by none. 
All sectarian controversies will be carefully — 
avoided. We shall devote our whole souls to” 
the purpose of exposing the “pious frauds”? 
and corruptions, of every sect and denomina= 
tion. Qur motto shall be “the truth, the whole 
truth; and nothing but the truth.’? 

THE PUBLISHERS. 


Plain Truth will be published every other 
Saturday, at Philadelphia, on a royal octavo 
sheet, and will be afforded to subscribers at 
One Dollar only, if paid inadvance. All com- 
munications must be addressed ‘‘Editors Plain 
Truth,” &c. postage paid.—Subscription pa- 
pers to be returned on or before December 
next. Post Masters will please forward the 
names of those wishing to become subscri- 
bers. 

*,*Agents—Post Masters and Printers gen- 
erally. ; 

Philadelphia, 7 mo, 1827. 
RE 

Married in this City. 

Mr Hiram A. Morse, merchant, of Hollis- 
ton, to Miss Mary Ann B. Fitch, of Shrews- 
bury. 

By Rev. Mr. Barrett, Mr. Benjamin H. 
Scott to Miss Sarab T. Carlisle. 

The Rey. Luther Baker, of Swanzey, has 
united in Marriage nine daughters of one gen- 
tleman, at whose wedding he was present.—Pal. 


SELECTED. 


THE BIRTH OF LIGHT, 


Like the tempest’s wreath round the moun- 
tains curl’d— 

Night’s mantle of mist was thrown over the 
world: 

Whirling arond in the abyss of space, 

It’s huge dark form, void or feature or grace 

Roll’d alone in the sphere of its birth, 

Ere the thunders spoke into being, the earth. 

Around it was flowing the waters of ocean, 

With a wild, and sullen, irregular motion; 

Within it the voice of the Volcan was speak- 
ing, 

Whilst the fire of its breath, its dark mantle 
was streaking; 

Above it, in light, was the God of its being, 

Alone, in the greatness of self, the all-seing. 


Hark! the mountains leap, rejoicing, 
At that wild and mellow voicing; 
Stills the ocean, in its rushing, 

As that melody is gushing; 

Lo! the Volcan stays his thunder, 
And his red-eyes ope in wonder: 
Earth in all her parts rejoices, 

With her myriad of voices; 

O’er the eastern realm are streaking 
Hues of white, like lightning breaking; 
Now the ocean drinks its splendour, 
Shining bolder, and less tender. 
Now the mountains form a cluster; 
To receive the rising lustre; 

Now the vallies hail the morn, 

Earth rejoices—Light is born! 
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JERUSALEM—FROM A DRAWING. 


And sit’st thou there, Oh lost Jerusalem! 
Bow’d down, yet something still of royal 
state 
Ennobling thee in ruin? Thee the weight 
Of age regards not: thou art asthe gem 
Undimm’d by time-—yet are the diadem 
And thrones, that made thee like the com- 
mon great 
All perished, and thy people desolate; 
Thy holinéss a scoff, thy power a dream! 
The arm of the Omnipotent is on 
Thy guiltiness; a living death art thou, 
An all enduring miracle; for God, 
Hath set, in record of his slaughter’d Son, 
His ineffaceable seal upon thy brow, 
And curs d the land a dying Saviour trod. 


Died in this City. 
Dr. Samuel Danforth, aged 88 years—a very 
eminent Physician, 
Mr. Samuel Crocker, aged 23. 


Oy Just Published by MARSH & CAPEN 362 Washingtcn-Street. - 
The New-England Almanac and Masonic Calendar. This work is om 
a new and improved plan, and coniaius more usefu! and co=rect infor- - 
mation than aay Almanac ever published in this country,—price 32 1-2 
cents single. For sale al this office. 


To Correspondenis. 


“Historical Facts” will appear next week. 


